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Dear Larry, 

I an sorry to loam that the tip I picked up in Washington yesterday was not legit. 
Were it, it would gave made a good story. I had doubts about part, but I felt I should 
tell you. I know new Orleans, and the version I got was that Kissinger touched down at 
Lakefront airport. Unlikely. It would have been Hois sent. Not could I find any need for 
the touchdown. 

I an also disappointed that the inevitable happened to Bob. I don't think the best 
editor in the world can begin to imagine the nagbitude and complexity of the job he gives 
the most competent and most honest reporter when he assigns any story on aiy of the 
political assassinations. It was inevitable that Bob would err. He nay not remember it, 
but I twice offered to check his copy for bin. 

And then there arc the strangest things that slip by. Like Sicgcn thaler' s incredible 
forgetting of thu Constitution and the obligations of the prosecution, not the judge, and 
neither Bon nor hi 3 editor catching it. let the fact is a high-school kind should have, 
g The difference is that the high-school kid doesn't have the pressures and the faith in 
a known writer. 

What troubles me most in all of this is not the k-inri of thating that inevitably 

I am sure is the case with any error 
ob made, to the deliberate, and that by a friend, Dick Whalen (The Founding Father), was 
under orders from the Sat. live. Post editors to do a job on me eben though they sent him 
to me to salvage him when he was lost after four expensive months. Dick bogged me not to do 
to him what I did to Fletcher Knebel (WWII), and I have not. I know the position in which 
he was from ay younger day. We remain friends. 

What does concern me is what happens to society and what happens to that very import- 
ant part of it, the press. In my writing I believe it is my responsibility to be- explicit. 
Sometimes I add opinions with which others disagree, to make clear to the unsophisticated 
what I want to be clear. Perhaps I do this to excess. That is one of the problems of having 
neither time for revi sion nor an editor. But you will find in F juiK-UP and I MnV in 
every appearance x have made my firm and fixed opinion that the only part of our society 
that filled its traditional role and served its responsibility honorably was the working 
reporter (in the King oase). The reporting from Memphis was so good, so accurate, that 
when I got the court records I die not revise to cite them instead of the papers because 
1 felt it important to leave a record showing that the truth could be put together from 
the major papers alone. 

I don't really think the management of the major papers want to corrupt history, went 
to disillusion the youth un. ; tlio blacks. I think tliey, too, are captives, of their sources, 
of the prejudices and desires of those with whom they associate, perhaps serve. But the 
net effect of th*r editiorial positions, of their assignments and failures to assign, it 
subversive of the true role of the press and results in a conrruption of history, an 
under minin g on confidence in the press and, ultimately, becomes a major obstacle to the 
functioning of a true representative society, 

Frank appoars to have a agrred to a TV confrontation with me Hay 7. I'll be surprised 
if he ii: there. P„rcy Foreman, better equipped, fled on with half his makeup on. Frank saw 
what I did under a crooked format to a gangup of his two major sources, %ie and former 
prosecutor now Judge Dwyer. This is to say that * rank wrote a crooked book dcliboratoly. 

1 say this on a number of bases, a glance at the book and listening to Mm on the four- 
hour Long John H bcl Show from NYC two nights ago. Yet all the papers will pull the stopp, 
all the reviewers will oooh and ah, based on the bread Doubleday is dispensing, his record 
.no the pseudo-es tabli shmentarian tone of the smooth work. It is anti-establishnentarlan. 
Only truth and honesty serve the real interests of the establishment. 
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are thill " ith !? UVy responsibilities, most editors of assorted ranks 

are the victono of varied Hangups. Tne ;-ost com on is that those of uo who question the 
official mythology are nits, as indeed some are. But not all, as I think you SS! 

Yet I think that in many oases where the truth oan be readily achieved. it is avoided 

^ l6ada t0 a 3 P 0cifio P^oposall S£k Sn no? to 
1° 0ake, 1 tMDk 11 3170:5 tht a chance to serve its 
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Fr ^ ^ a b0< * to prODOte “d sell, I do not. he has corruoted 

St^StTof ^ ^Ti Uaa 1 ! Qake elpUcit * 1 Propose a joing interview, to be taped, 
with both of us agreeing in advance to give the inquestioned right to the paper to coitus 

rStlr - S t0 1)0 P^Vided each. We can limit or not. I think that 

UD i-ith P ic'v , V pGrha -' jQ & d0aoil pn«ee from t to inaex - 1 can con P 

up with a dozen or 15 basic questions of honesty, intent and fact. 

bestVlSi *?* ’T** !2* d ^ “ h6llUVa sto1 ^ what ^ takes to males a million-doP ar 
1 B iler * ?emambor, this one deals with the most costly crime in our historv Need t 
remind anyoa. of the lingering consequences? mstory. Heed X 

If Par ^ J Buboit the nations in advance, with page citations. 

If it is desired to do the same with my work, also agreed. citations. 

Although I do not think his paper will go for it any more than yours, I an sendin • a 
IfMnJ^n 1 * aUl ;ilu f tin0 011 the Washington Post because he Covered the ttiS?° 
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wreLS'VS?! H a bet ter .chance foy a snawball's survival in hell than Frank's 
agreement to this. I do not insist, but I would then welcome an independent exploration 
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inJiSJZT' ? ° iat tl \ e , raa ^ or P 3 "* 83 doe3 not undertake to end the Orwellian intrusion 

ay -.if? id I LVT.ri 1 DOr ° 0rH6llian society. What the hell else do you think 

ay and I have ruined our lives and bankrupted ourselves for? 
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Best regards. 


Barold Weisberg 

tt ** correcting. - have to le .ve as soon as 


+.L.. lm , . ~ “ ~ ~ ““ HJ. 0O xb^vb as 30 on as I take this out to 

my wife to work and if 1 mail this then it will save a day and may reach you tomorrow. 
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